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ASSCCT ATION OF AMERICAN LIBRARY SCHOOLS 
PROCEEDINGS 
AlobDeny, N.Y. June 28, 1924 


THe LISRARY OF tue 


AUG 29 1994 
A meeting of the Association of American Library 
UNIVERSITY OF JLLIN 


Schools was held saturday, June 38, 1924 tno Ri pany, Noakes 
as guests of the New York State Library School. Mrs. 


Harriet P. Sawyer, President, presided. 


Program 
Minutes of last meeting and report of Secretary-Treasurer. 
RA ene MS ae 
ae g eg 


Committee reports: 


On standardization of credits, Miss Simpson, chrm. 
Miss Rathbone, Miss Sanderson 


On cataloging instruction, Miss Howe, cnrm. 
Miss Sutiiff, Miss Rhodes 


On degrees, Mr Wydt, chrm. 
Miss Donnelly, Mr Windsor 


To define equivalent of "4 year high school" as used 
PMrconsttougion of. ASA. Ls 'Se; Miss Rathbone, chrm. 
Miss Brotherton, Miss Barker 


TO Study field work, Miss Donnelly, chrm. 
Miss Hazeitine, Miss Horton 


On bock selection, Miss Bacon, chrm. 
Miss Haines, Miss Crumley 


Report of Executive Committee on applications for membership 


Report of Executive Committee on reexamination of member 
schools 


General discussion cf the report of the Temporary Training 
Board 


Biection of officers ; 
| Re4LO2 


eR ant ai 
sal 
EG 


ATTENDANCE 


Eleven of the member schools were represented by the 
foliowing faculty members: 


CARNEGIE LIPRARY SCHOOL, PITTSBURGH 


Mr. dohn H. Leete, Miss Nina C. Brotherton, Miss 
Esther Betz, Miss Martha Conner. 


LIBRARY SCEQOL, CARUNSIE LIPRARY OF ATLANTA 
Miss Tommie Dora Barker, Miss Susie Lee Crumley. 
LIBRARY SCHOOL, LOS ANCELES PUBLIC LIBRARY 
(Not represented) 


LIBRARY SCHOCL OF THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


nm 


Mr. Ernest J. Reece, Miss Corinne Bacon, Miss Polly 
Fenton, Miss Margaret Jackson, Miss Mary L. Sutiiff. 


LIBRARY SCHOOL OF THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 
Mr. GC. B. Lester, Miss Mary K. Reely. 
NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY SCHOOL 
Dr. James I. Wyer, Miss Edna M. Sanderson, Mr. Walter 
S. Biscog, Miss Mary B. Brewster, Miss Mary Eastwood, 
Miss Doréa@# Fellows, Miss Isabella K. Rhodes, Miss 


Elizabeth M. Smith, Mr. Frank L. Tolman, Miss 
Margaret S. Williams, Miss Florence Woodworth. 


PRATT INSTITUTE SCHOCL OF LIBRARY SCIENCE 
Mr. Edward F. Stevens, Miss Edith P. Buckman. 


ST. LOUIS LIBRARY SCHOOL 


‘Mo. Arthur. BE. Bostwick, lites. Harriet) P.. Sawyer, 
lie. Charles &. Compton. 


SIMMONS COLLEGE, SCHOOL OF LIBRARY SCLENCE 


Miss June R. Donnelly, Miss Florence T. Blunt, Miss 
Harriet E. Howe, Miss Mary E. Hyde. 
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Miss Elisabeth Thorns, Miss Mary E. Robbins. 
UNTVERSITY OF ILLINOIS LIBRARY SCHOOL 

Mr. Phineas L. Windsor, Miss Josie B. Houchens. 
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON LIBRAPY SCHOOL 

(Not represented) 

WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY: SCHOOL OF LIBRARY SCIENCE 

Miss Alice S. Tyler, Miss Linda A. Eastman, Miss 

Edith C. Lawrence, Miss Fffie L. Power, Miss Bessie 
Sargeant Smith. 

On invitation from the A.A.L.S. the Temporary 
Library Training Board of the A.L.A. were represented by 
Miss Linda A. Eastman, Miss Sarah C.N. Bogie, and Miss 
Harriet E. Howe. 

Miss Elva L. Bascom, formerly on the faculty of 


member schools, was an invited guest. 


DIGEST OF PROCEEDINGS 

The meeting wes calied to order by the President. 

There was a rodl call by schools. 

The Secretary read a brief digest of the minutes of 
the meeting held in New York City, June 85-26, 1923, and 
the minutes were approved as presented. 

STANDARDIZATION OF CREDITS. The following report 


on standardization of credits, prepared by Miss Simpson, 


Chairman cf the committee, was read by Miss Sanderson. 
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REPORT TO THE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN LIBRARY SCHOOLS 
ON "STANDARDIZATION CF ACADEMIC CREDITS IN Li- 
BRARY SCHOOLS"; AND. "ARGUMENTS FOR AND AGAINSY 
THE SEMESTER PLAN AS OPPOSED TO THE QUARTER PLAN® 


ee 


For reasons which will appear later in this report your 
Committee begs to invert the order of topics and to present 
the second part of its report as preliminary to the major ¢ 
report. Unless there is objection this report will proceed 
to state arguments for and against whe two plans for dividing 
the academic year; namely, the semester and the quarter. 

The major part of this report will follow and will concern 
itself with a discussion of the scneaules of credits now in 
force in the member schoois of this body, and with some 
Suggestions or recommendations concerning desirable modifi- 
cations. In pursuance of this, it will be found advisable 
to have before us a clear-cut idea of the length-of time 
presumably devoted to each part of the curriculum and 
designated as term, Quarter, or semester. 


PART Z 


Arguments for and against the semester as opposed to the 
quarter plan of academic instruction, 


The plan earliest in use was probably the three-term one, 
based upon the three chief seasons of the Christian year, 
namely, Michaelmas or Fall Term, Lent’ or Spring Term, and 
Trinity or Summer Term. These divisions of the scholastic 
year were andiware still used by the great English universities 
and are stiff followed by a number of religions, and privately 
endowed institutions in this and other countries. America 
Naturally followed the exampls of the mother ccuntry, and for 
over two centuries and a half most of hez higher institutions 
made use of the term plan; this is still foilowed by a not 
inconsiderabise number of privately endowed, church supported, 
and Smaller cclieges. 


About twenty-five or thirty years ago, many of the larger 
American colleges and universities investigated the half-year 
or semester plan, already in use in some of the continental 
universities and already adopted by Harvard and some other 
American colleges, with the resuit that the half decade between 
1895 and 1900 saw a large proportion of state~aided, as well 
as privately endowed, institutions of higher learning, experi- 
menting with this new plan. It has evidently come to stay, as 
ait has endured now for a quarter of a century and has spread 
in use through a large part of the Ameriican educational world. 
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Wm 1918, after the entry of the United States into the World 


Bee eeene righ my iteaaeia I oe Stn Inve, tae Federal 

unive Tsities es G ieee eran ete Cte Li Sou elre aiehas snare! 

bya Pauie oi 30 Bo8 Oy yetabl ies) ng divisions of the Studen: 
- g vorps in €aca cooperating institution. One oft the 


aan made by the Government was that the cuarter plan shoulda 
ft used to replace the term or semester plan alreacy in use. This 

request" was in practice an order, and the academic year 1918~ 
1919 saw the whole hi: 
rere, ie 
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niener e: ducational eyetem of the United States 
working cn the qQuavcter nien. This cooperation with the War and 
Navy Departments wes brought to an akrupt close in We comber, Rie lOs se 
by the ceesation:of heesilities. -i 2 overwhelmingly large 
number of cases, the. Quarvet pees tested orig juss one academic 
ears OL EVEN Tor a shorter woricd 308 Drogoiness and unanimity 
With which University tevatos , (oles aes ahs and similar 
bodies acted have probably never beer. equalled in educational 
history! Wich comparasive ly law exceptions they voted ito return 
tO the former pian whatever that hai been. Lev Ve not. Tyros oe 
that some of the anvipatn manifested toward the quarter plan was 
induced by a general dis Oi whe part oT ee dicators towara the 
Prole pian’ of the S$. A. Ta G., as dt lwoerked out Inioractise,. and 
was not inherent in the quarter plan as such, but the plan went 
by the board 2S ree ican gitias wnavever the reason. A few institu- 
GIONS it the Northwest and cn the Paoctfic Conse. motably i tne 
University of Washington, and Scaltering colleges hese eng puere 
retained the quarter pian, but most of the larce state supported 
universities (Ohic, Trdiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois, Lowa, 
Webracka, Galiforria) Lost no time in resuming the semester methoc 
Frequently, at recent annual meet Ings of college and university 
registrars, represent wives of one or wwo institutions announce 
a return to the semester plan. 


AV] this in itself might be called "presumtive evidence", in 
favor of the semester method of division, but there are several 
specific argurents which can be adduced to support it. Among 
them arei- 

1. From the administrative point of view, the semester plan 
provides a better and less expensive mechanism. While 
the “overhead" expense remains practically the same, the 
additional expense for extra clerical help, copyists, | 
tTecorders, checkers, etc., 1s reduced 30 to néarly -oUR. 

2. For those ‘who believe that more frecuent interruptions 
in a scholastic program ere undesiraole, the semester 
plan provides a system witn “a breaks. 

3. Inthe judement of many educators the semester plan is 
better adanied to the conte he of subject matter of 
academic courses That, of course, may be said to beg 
the question, but the fact remains ‘thas by far che pteate» 
majority of educational peopie prefer the semester plan 
because it allows courses to be given with time for 
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reflection and assimilation between presentations of | 
new material. For example, a semester course in, say, 
introduction to economics, may be given three (3) times 
a wéek for eighteen (18) weeks, where the semester plan 
prevails. Whereas, the Quarter plan would require that 
the same course be: ziven four (4) or five (5) times a 
week for twelve (13) weeks. 


The registrar of an institution (the Carnegie Institute of Tech- 
nology at Pittsburgh) which tried cut the quarter plan for three 
years and then gave it up, has summed up the reasons for discarding 
the quarter system as follows;; some of these reasons seem 
particularly applicable to library school conditionss 


cc 


The departments did not, to any great extent, avail 
themselves of the opportunity of scheduling students for 
a Smaller number of courses, given intensively for one 

Quarter, which was cone of the advantages chaimed for the 
Quarter svsten. 


There is always a period of uncertainty and necessary 
Waste of time in connection with the individual scheduling 
of students at the beginning of each school term. On the 
semester plan there are only two such periods as opposed 
to three on the quarter basis. 


There would be a saving of time and labor in scheduling 
students, in examinations, in recording grades and in © 
Ee ceiving Ices. 


There would be a smaller proportionate amound of distrac- 
tions due to holidays, inthe longer term. 


The extra week used in the third (or second) examination 
would provide an opportunity for inspection trips. (This 
applies equally well to those library schools which require 
visits of inspection during the winter or spring). 


One of the arguments usually advanced in favor of the 
four-quarter plan is that it provides an opportunity for a 
student to shorten his four-year period in college. Our 
éxperience proves that in the case of our students at 
least, there is very little desire to shorten this period. 
In fact, the tendency of cur own students is to use their 
summer vacation for earning money to continue their courses 
and in getting practical experience in engineering and in- 
dustrial fields. We have found that our present eight 
weeks summer session serves its purpose just as well with 
the two semester plan as it would serve its purpose with 
the three-quarter plan; in the majority of cases, each 
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subject in the summez' session is equivalent to the work 
of asemester oy being scacdiled, during the eight i 
session, for twice tue ustiai narwer of hours a week. 

We have found, also, that cur students are not Wiiing 
Lo give Up theventirsa’ suamer pertucd oF cai re. Weehs.,. DUE 
Witt attend the, ¢icks weeks sessicm ait Ch proce akcre 13s 
necessary or advantageous 
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The defenders of. the quarter pian on the othe t hand claim 


1. That it is less expensive bereuse the plant Goes 10% 
remain idle and umroductive cirtng tumce sumcer uchths 
or longer, asiis the case where the genester pian is 
LOLiowed, OUt,.16 in constant coctat iome | Thus, however, 
makes no allowance for 71 pei a Leb MobF POUL, Anes Loa 


tions now oderating on the semed’ : CQ 
a4 six, etgny or nine weeks summer session, which in effect 
offsets the foregoing argument. 


os That the divisions of the academic year necessitated by 
the various holiday recesses are easily adaptable to the 
Quarter plan. This apparently leaves out of consideration 
the fact that the Easter recess is a movable one, and often 
seriously interferes with the length of the two adjacent 
quarters. ff this is met by a counter objection that the 
Easter recess need not be one of the termini of the quarter, 
then we are confronted with the practical question, "What 
Shall we do with the students who for religious or other 
reasons Gemand an excused absence on Good Friday?" This, 
as we all know, usually means Saturday and Easter Monday; 
practically an Easter vacation in addition to the week 
between the winter and spring Guarters. 

ve arrangement for 


3. That the Quarter plan permits cf intensive 

(6) lecture: 
le 
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curricula, necessitating five (5) or six 
periods per week for major subjects, wh 
arranges for three (3) or at most four 
week. 
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The University of Chicago is perhaps the best known prohagonist 
for the quarter plmn, as it has never used any other since its 
estabiishnent in 1893, and its strongest and most frequentiy 
reiterated argument is that of a five-hour Mejor each week through- 
out the quarter. Apparently then educational authorities differ 
fundamentally at this pcint. 
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The preponderance of arguments seem to be in favor of the 
semester plan asdagainst the quarter plan. 


For those library schools which have a more or less vital 
connection with a targer SCuOauws CNA UG 8) Cuts. Lively 
that the question is already settled, eno Lhe the (Sespective 
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administrative suthorities will not re-onen it The mabver is 
probably out of our hands, end we have nothing to co but accommc= 
date our plans to the one already adopted. Those schools which 


- 


aré independent of any formal educational establishment, those 
which are privately endowed or administéred throuch a city 
library, doubtless have Re oes freedom clvaction and can 
choose for themselves their plan of division. chek all is said 
the essential question is not that of the ser ster = the querer 
plan of division - which? — for quartsr cred’ oak ae be 
reduced to, semester credits and semester cre eniarged to 
equivalent Quarter hours; it is a sivole mat ox Tractionse 

The vital matter, however, is that each ching body shall see 


+ 
t! 
fori that its curriculum is pased EOE a cuxvemnt 
f 


d ppon a ¢ Lv accepted 
Bcacemic division of the. scholastic year, an aid Plan ice 
courses in accordance with that unit. Eeagte, words, we should 
"eut our garments to fit our cloth". Tf our printed official 


Statements may be trusted to present this Hy er correctly, some 
of us need to draft a new pattern for future garments. 
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PART It 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STANDARDIZATION OF CREDITS IN 
LIBRARY SCHOOLS, TO THE ASSOCIATYON OF AMERICAN 
LIBRARY SCHOOLS 


Your Committee, as it has interpreted its office, has not 
understood that among its functions, lie any discussions of 
comtent of curricula, except as, incidentaliy, such discussion 
becomes an essential part of the analysis of a credit schedule. 
Neither has it made any attempt to analyze credit values of 
ccurses aS among respective schools. Tt Has attempted to examine 
schedules of curricula as indicated in the printed announcements 
of the member schools of this Association, and to indicate whethe; 
the statements of credit hours were such as to stand academic 
scrutiny. 


Academic practise has already defined a “credit " as implying 
one (1) clock hour (&0-55 minutes) of lecture, recitation or 
report per week, per semester, term or quarter, and presupposing 
Two (2) clock hoursof preparation for each hour of credit. In 
Most institutions of higher learning, one (1) credit hour is 
allowed for three (3) clock hours of laboratory work. 
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This method of corputing values toward graduation is usually 
restricted to undergraduate colleges and is occasionally, though 
Oy no meens uniformly, employed by professional schools. The 
term is not commonly used for graduate courses nor to indicate 
Value in secondary schools. In a report oresented to this 
Association in 1919, by a Committee on Definitions of Terms, Miss 
Bogle, Chairman, a definition of credit almost identical with the 
foregoing was submitted, so that the question of definition needs 
no further discussion at this time. The term is a convenient one, 
is one in general educational use and might well be not only 
formally adopted, but actually used (which it does not seem to be) 
by the member Schools of this Association. it should be stated, 
however, that your Committee found less variation in printed 
Statements than it had anticipatad, though several of the printed 
schedules of courses and hours attached, prove upon examination to 
be clock hours and not crédit hours. if our official circulars 
are to mean anything to the general ecucational world, they must 
be at least consistent in their own staterents. This report does 
not recommend uniformity of credits, course for course among our 
Schools. That has not been a part of its duties as these have 
been understood. 


This Committee has tried to examine carefully the statements 
of Library School practise as given in their official publications; 
and to determine how these statements are related to accepted 

academic practise. In pursuance of this object, it has been 
necessary to-go into some detail, more or less wearisome, but this 
could hardly have been avoided. The general summing up of results 
Will, it is hoped, present a clearly defined series of desirable 
modifications. 


ee ie placing and sequence of courses in term programs. 
An academic credit has just been defined as one (1) 


hour (50 minutes) of lecture, etc., per week, per semester, quarter, 
Sr bern’. This would presuppose then a division of the scholastic 
year into semesters, terms, or quarters;but an examination of 
Circulars seems to show that several members of this Association, 
except for a preliminary statement in connectionwith the school 
Calendar, have omitted all further reference to any division of the 
year. From reading the customary description of courses, one is 
unable to learn definitely concerning the academic calendar 
division in which any given subject is taught; or, which is mich 
more serious, the sequence of courses. Is the reader to understan¢ 
that courses are given in the order in which stated in the formal 
description? This would throw most of the heaviest work at the 

Same time, such poor pedagogy that it cannot possibly be so intendec. 
One droular, (Atlanta), gives as its first course described, 
Lectures on library buildings. Of course that subject is probably 
presented rather late in the term of year, but it is described 
first in the 1923-24 circular. Does the course in Public Documenis 
precede or follow the one in general reference? Other instances 
might be cited. 
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three member Schools (Atlanta, Pratt and Western Reserve), 
Go nov indicate in their official circulars in what part of the 


2h one semester or term, or Carried over into another. Unless 
ohese Facts are definitely stated in official publications, it 
Mili be difficult to reduce’ clock’ hours to credits or to compute 
Valves of courses on a credit basis. 


as two semesters, three terms, four quarters, {of which three 

orly are used in library school practise} then it follows that 

the whole number of class exercises per semester, term, etc., 
*should bear some methenmatical relation to the whole number of 

weeks in each division of the year; that is, if we are to accept 
Peemoecl inition of a crecit hour) already cited. Here is where 

our rule is "more honored in the breach than in the observance". 
Even Schools which are closely e@onnected with academic institutions 
apparently ignore any ob abicn to plan their schedules according 
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tO their academic calendar. Ome semester should mean 18 weeks; 
one quarter should equal 12 weeks, the week of examination usually 
peing included. Unfortunately one term cannot always be under- 
Stood to mean a certain definite number of weeks. One school 
(Western Reserve) which is apparently working on a semester or 
two-term plan, stetes some of its courses as follows: Reference 

30 hours (30 is not a multiple of 18); government publications 

20 hours (10 is not a multiple of 18); book selection 60 hours; 
CevelOsing 63 hours; classification 37 hours (this is not so far 
out of order, as 36 hours would indicate a two-credit course, or 


pow 


twice a week for 18 weeks). This methcdcf educational bookkeeping 
must involve considerable editing somewhere between the office of 
the Library School and the Registrar's files. Another School 


(Pratt) departs from academic procedure wnen on a three-term cal- 
Sngats at indicates valves of courses as'34 hours, 25 hours, 44 
Pours 18 hours, 120 hours, 10: hours, eto. To neve | the wregcex. 

a tabdie of equivalents giving credit hours for clock hours is 
provided on pages 13 and 14 of the 1924-1985 circular, which 


sOtals 33 eredit hours. There seem to be some inconsistenciesim 
the working out of this tabie, but no doubt these can be explained 
and they are not significant. It would be only a short step im 


advance for this school (Pratt) to adopt a credit basis for its 
Scheduic. 


A third School (Atlanta) neither shows eny division into 
terms, beyond a preliminary note in the school calendar, nor is 
where any apparent atcempt to make use of a credit system. There 
iS no requited minimum cf credit for graduation stated, so far as 
could be learned from a recent circular, and hours are tabulated as 
See i oy EL OE SY 9\, OOG Oye Nyc) Babel OSes) (SbOs ieee Wot 
be an irritating task for a college registrar's office to translate 
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such a schedule into a credit system and evaluate the same, and 
some registrars would undoubtedly consider themselves Justified — 
in retusing to epprove a transfer of credit stated in those terms 


Another school (Los Angeles) on the semester plan, does 
not in its circular show a proportional connection between its 
Clocx hours and its semester hours. The 1923-34 circular cites 
hours assigned to courses as follows: Book selection, 3, 33 hours, 
both semesters; b, 12 hours, 3nd semester; c, 34 hours, both 
semesvers, and a 4th division of the subject, 16 hours both 
Semesters; history of books and’ printing,’ 5 hours, Ist’ semester; 
puolic documents, 10 hours, 6nd semester; reference 40 hours, 
both Semesters; ete, (Ny B. QHQuerys does Moth semesters" signify 
"each" semester, or is it used as an aggregate?) 


Se Fracttonal, Credits. It is a commonly accepted axiom 
among educators thet Izactional credits are to be avoided if 
possible. Meny registrars refuse to approve their entry because 
of annoying pcssibilities of mistakes in college records, and 
College faculties disapprove of the practise of minimizing the 
value of a course by allotting so slight an amount of time to its 
prepentation. . New York State School in its recently adopted 
ervéediting system hes unfortunately allowed four (4) fractional 


courses to De incivded in its plan among its required junior 
courses, according to the 1925-24 circular. By a little 
-trensferring cor combining, such difficulties might have been 
avoided, 


4. Ore-corcedis courses Another practise tabooed by our 
elders in the educational iL world is that of multiply ng one- 
credit courses, Courses given but once a week are not approved 
by the best educational judgment and might better be combined 
with other mincr subjects into a two-credit course for one or 


two semesters cr terms. The same criticism which attacks 
fractional courses, applies in this connection. New York State, 
Tliinois, New Yerk City, St. Louis, Syracuse, Wisconsin, Washing-- 


ton, Western Reserve, in fact, all Schools which follow more or 
less consistentiy the credit plan, fail here. Washingt on 
probably has the smallest mumber of one—credit courses, one; and 
Pllinois in her revised curriculum now in press, will show a 


markec improvement in this matter. 


The girculars of Pittsbureh, Atlanta and Los Angeles 
Bh; g 

are not surficiently explicit as to their practise in this 

matter. 


& The course less than one semester or quarter. Whatever 
ies been said in criticism of the plan of using fractional or 
ne-hour cpurses can be urged with increased emphasis against 
thes of the so~celled "courses" covering four, five, seven, nine, 
etc., clock hours. A course as defined in educational termin- 
Ology should mean the study of a subject, presented ndt less 
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frequently than once a week and continuing through an entire 
Semester Or Quarter. Most ef the Schools which depend on 
the ciock nour to state the. values of their courses, are 
guaity of this violation of educational procedure, and lay 
themseives open +o serious criticism. A "course" calling its 
class together four times during a semester or year is an 
educational paradox, unless the work is that of an advanced 
séminar presuming the preparation of elaborate reports by 
Mature students. The Library School subjects often designated 
and described as courses do not fall into such a category. 
Library Schools are more or less on the defensive these 
days as a part or the educational system; our work is not the 
mystery which it appeared to be twenty years ago; we must show 
Cause if we are to continue to receive worthwhile recognition 
and support; we are the objects of critical examination, not 
all or which is perhaps sympathetic, not all of which is even 
Entelligent, but some of which is fairiy directed. We cannot 
arford not to conform to recognized educational standards. 


6. Extra-curricular requirements. In institutions, extra- 
curricular requirements, such as visits of inspection to 
engineering plants, municipal water and lighting systems, mines, 
etc., on the part of students in colleges of engineering; and 
visits or advanced students of sociology to penal, philanthropic 
and other social institutions, are given not only definite 
place in a curriculum, but receive definite credit, either as 
part of a majcr subjedt or as a minor course, counting for a 
minimum credit. Since similar requirements are enforced in 
the ease of Library Schocls, e« similar practise might be 
followed advantageously. This is done in the case of several 
echoois, but others make no mention beyond a statement of the 
requirement as such, and do not link it wp with the curricuiun. 

At the suggestion of one membver of the Committee, two 
appendices have veen affixed to this report, showing in a 
tabulated form two outlines of courses with academic credit 
attached, One of these outlines, Appendix A, was taken 
verbatim from a recent circular issued by the St. Louis Library 
school, which foliows the semester plan in the division of its 
school year, and uses semester credit hours. The second, 
Appendix B, was compiled from an official register of the 
University of Washington, restating in schedule form the courses 
as given by a Schcol which uses the quarter plan and the quarter 
eredits. 


Your Committee therefore submits the following recommendatioz: 


ie That the use of the academic credit hour be urged 
for general adoption. 


@e That the instructional value of cach course be stated 
an eredit tems motivinolock hours. 
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6. That the use of fractional credits be avoided. 

4, That the includion of one—credit courses be 
reduced to a minimum. 

Delvinay, ithe Association cf American Library Schools 
disanprove the practise of calling by the term 
course snoxt groupe of lectures on minor subject 
and sucrost that these be combined into larger 
groups of Soy eed subjects. 

GS. Theat extra-curriculer requirements, lectures by 
vieiting librarians, and the likes, either be 
restated as minor courses with such credit value 
as each echool may Tix for itselr;' or) be made to 
form apart of a larger whole and be given time 
aj.lowance in plannine the curvicuiun,. 

“. That in issuing future announcements the member 
pchools bear in ming the desirability of stating 


the place in academic year and the sequence of 
the Various courses which form the curricula. 


After thess 


Library School 
SveCnsikt will + 


recommendetions have been suomitted to our 
faculties and have been given adequate consider- 
then be possibie, perhaps, to apres on credit 


schools, though with regard 7 


for individual courses in respective 
to the wisdom of unanimity, supposing that to be attainable 


the future, your Committee expresses no opinion. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 


Josephine Rathoone 
dna M. Sanderson 


Wwe 


(Signed) 


e8 June 1934 Frances Simpson, Chairman 
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(Appendix A) 


History of libraries 
Book selection 


Seconda Semester 
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APPENDIX B 


(Quarter Plan) 


Autumn Quarter 


Library Science 


174 
ges 
176 
tal 
178 
L719 


184 
185 
186 
Loe 
188 
189 


193 
194 
195 
196 
197 
HES Fe 


e@eneeeteeveetewsees @Peveetete* nae 


ev ee ene mvs ee eo ve vee suse reve vee we 


Prem Vee COMOMY 4.5 5)...» oye pi ceed ihc aR ate uaa any 
Cataloging 
Loan work 
Periodicals and library news... 
aid sh tab aC da ag) ene CL: PB a niet a 
Reference 


SCE RE A eer ere es We aI a) ae cele Tee wa ow e's Ce fay hela eti ae ow 


BPs a: Me Se a) ee RO OM a Oe TE eG et Wee el ee Utes aire we ew 


Cp  e1Oes@ ol FF Cue era 696 


Coe 6 © wp we ee HB ee ek kw Fe 8 we wee Cm eek ew we 6 ele 


COC LOA we ele OS 1k el ea eg es ee ee ieee) ee: 


CF 


ae m® 4a 


ae) La 


x» ee? 


Coke Se ee 


Order, Trade Bibliography, Loan etc ......s6.6. 
Classification & Subject Headingr ........+: Ay 
Brena ph eS tein a PeNe” vos wiveitetn Simla Yl ula tal ais ss Swtvseta wis 'alere' : 
Re Ug NURIA! Lice sph CAM MRDET Sled btw lai'g nim lBUR als Comm emt ein 6 
emt eeren ce ROOKSMANG (LE DEARLOE. 6 tii ie del Siew ae 
rE LECT SON sea iie sha, revere Soa aia te we laeauug A webaya ss 
Winter Quarter 
Saar Re cee i eU SUS RENAL amir Bib) PMS Ge crs a a a ee OAL ae 
FLOR MOTOGP tui ekn 6 sos chek ibs hehe iid et ASS Seti seen ‘ oe 
Practice te we a vererva ve eoeeveev eevee Peete 4 ee 
Organization and Bxtension i....... Sh ase 
BOG REBGLE GUL OD (ss kis edad edb di Dai oualtecs Gilat eke |e 
Work with Children and, S¢hools. SERENA ace nh 
Scring ae | 

Reference Cer erecee sas e bwin tr eer ets dbeeoervebeveve ved 
Subject Bibliography ........ BiyPaaceheie Hisiae sigeied 
baad Vergy Me fob ty VED gang apie NG Uh Ur SR OE RUA | aR pater SU Coy phar 
BOO Ve LOOT LOL ise sie) visiin ms gies RA tela ma a tte Ae 
Library Administration & Library Literature aie 
special Lectures by Active Librarians .....-... 


Total 


46 Quarter credits = 30 2/3 Semester credits 
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GS piven «et Syracuse this year. 

Miss Donnelly questioned the criticism of Western Reserve 
Calling $0 hours a course. Thinks Hervard doess 

ir. Windsor thought this partly justificd. No recesses in 
summer and so 30 is often the number of class meetings. Holidays 
duzing the regular winter session might easily cut the number of 
Class periods to 30. 

Miss Tyler asked of recommendatior number 4 (i.e. that the 
inclugion of cne-credit courses be reduced to a minimum} had been 
worked out. 

Miss Sanderson said, "No", but suggested combining several 
Shorter courses under one general item. 

Miss Conner asked how practice work is credited. 

Mr. Wipdsor answered that one credit hour for three hours 
Supervised practics work is a common practice and is so counted 
in Illinois. 

Miss Lester stated that Wisconsin agrees witn Illinois. 

Miss Tyier moved that the report be accepted. Motion was 
seconded and carried. 

Mr. Windsor called attention to the fact that the report makes 
specific recommendations and moved that the members of the 
Association consider these carefully and pass on these recommenda- 
tions either immediately or at a future meeting. 

Mr. Reece seconded the motion but thought time for faculty 
consideration and conference necessary before actual approval of 


recommendations. 
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Miss Tyler thought it necessary to have time to think 
tnem over. 

Mr. Reece said he would suggest an even stronger wording 
for the motion. He would have the schools consider the 
recormendetions with a view to making their observance an actual 
ruling of the Association. 

Mr. Leete offered a substitute motion that the recommendations 
oftthe Committee on Standardization of credits be referred to the 
member schools or the Association for consideration and that the 
schools report at a Zuture meeting upon the opinion as to the 
possibility and advisapility of adopting these recommendations as 
requirements of the Association. 


The revision of the motion Was ascepted and was passed. 


Cataloging. The following report of the Committee on 
Cataloging instzuction was read by Miss Howe, Chairman of the 


Conmittee. 
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ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN LIBRARY SCHOOLS a oe 


Report of the Committee on the 
Teaching of Cataloging 
an the 
Member Schools 
Atbeny, N.Y June 26, aga¢ 

At the annual meeting of the Association of American 
Liorary Schools in New York, June 1923, the Committee on tae 
Teaching of Cataloging presented a Taoulation of the answers 
to the questionnaire which had been sent out in the fall of 
1g22 for the Committee, by Mary E. Baxer, then a member of it. 
Miss Baker changed her position before the June meeting, so 
that the Taodulation was made oy the Chairman. The Committee 
now consists of Mary L. Sutliff£, Isaoclla K. Rhodes, and 
Harriet HE. Howe, Chairman. This Committee, as instructed 
in the Spring of 1923, has been working on tne Taculation, to 
draw some conclusions from it. 

The first step seemed to be to find aut if any changes 
had been made since the former report, and whether or nov 
the former statements had been interpreted correctly by the 
Chairman. The schools were asked these questions in Octovoer 
i925, and by Christmas tne answers were all in. The correc- 
tions have been made in the Tapulation, and the report suso— 
miited herewith is based upon this most recent verification, 
discussing tne points as arranged in the Tasulation. 

There scems to oe almost unaninity in the schocls in 
regard to tue tine that cataloging is introduced into the 


schedule. All begin it at the first of the first semester 
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except the Carnegie Lidrary School of Pittsburgh. 

Cataloging is required at all schools of all students, 
but at Pittsourgh the type of specialization desired by 
toe student determines how much cataloging shall be required. 
while at Washington, one of taree units of the second quar- 
ter is elective. At Los Angeles and New York State, ad- 

Vanced courses are also elective. 
The numoer of students permitted in ons section snows 
great dirtferences in attitude toward this point, as some 
scaocols report sections of from $5 to 40 students, one even 
Sone nO dmi ty ) Une iniormalv si Ze for a clase te suppesed 
to be S5 students, even in subjects much less difficult vo 
handle than is cataloging. In a later questionnaire sent 
Sun rhe Ss) nee Pal ds tne teacaers were askea "Have you tried 
Gividing the class according to the ability of its memoers!" 
Some of the answers are interesting in this connection - 
one from ea school having a larze class says: 
‘Have never oeen avie to try cut this, oecause 
of scnedule complications, out I very much 
Cesirovto\ Gove it een) orinewa ti esour sit 
have mever yet bac a Class taat dia not vary 
ereatly, ana I celisve division into two groups 
to 0€ a very desiraole taing." 

Still another says: 
"We always have some mature students with years 


of experience in teacnin, or in liorary wore, 
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The oldest cnes have the most difficujty in 
dfoing Careful, daetailed work, and are also far 
nore sensitive than students just out of school 
about their deficienciss. It would increase 
their troubiesg to group them conspicuously in 
the less competent section of the class, and 
weuld be a loss to the cther section aiso, for 
their background cf practical experience enables 
them to contribute a mich néeded element to class 
Giscussion. Yet they are usually slow and in- 
accurate workers." 
Another answers: 

"No. find that ability to do the work varies 
60 much as the course advances that sometimes the 
best students at the end are those who knew nothing 
Or the subject at the) bepinning.....\" 

Suoheads to the main question as asked this fall were: 


Was cdivisicn on lines of (1) ¢revious experience 


ty 


or (2) present ability? 

If (1) at first, was eny change made later to bring 

all rapid students into one group? 

If. (2) at first, how was it determined? 

Miss Horton's reply for Los Angeies covers these 

points as icllows: 

"Division of the class into two sections proved 

most @atistactory thie year... it te economivat: 
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the S@2vansage of the students is economy. With 
vhirty-two students in the school, 14 were placed 
inuwone section and 16 in the other. This division 
was decided by previous experience. . This worked 
weil at first, out several of the qhickest and 
most Capaole persons were in the beginners' class 
ana were transferved to secticn two at Thanks- 
giving. Section one was not slower, but was 
ignorant crt tne first steps of cataloging. Tnese 
Students needed more practice in form and more 


repetition of driiis, waich naturaliy pore per- 

that both classes have reached the same point in 
Petgbae LOC OL toe apoiicat ion: of (Gnle princiclen te 

Sarr Ovi f26ic,, Cub it any cone still) douots or wants, furtcer 


evidence, he is referred to the article in Schoci and Society, 


pecticoning classes on tne basis of aoility. Dr Seashore Con- 


tends that tue slow student is the one most oenerTited, vecauss 
such Givisbning puts him in a slass with others struggling 

as née is, and he rinds there “xindness, comfort, justice ane. 
melative exriciency".) UA larger cutput of work is possible 

in Gach nrouc, partly on grounds cr morals, and partly oy 


the ¢lininatin, of woatever suoject matter is known-in tue 
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higher group, and the eliminating of what is at present beyona 
the grasp of the lower group. Since in library schools we reve 
a selected group, really, our oczoblen would be to let the rapic 
students have a chance to go as fast as they were able, and 
the slower ones to learn at their own rate, allowing transfer 
from one group to the other as the slower ones gained in speed 
and ability, or the others slackened in effort. 

The recommendation of the Committee is, therefore, that 
the Directors of the Schools take seriously under consideration 
the number of students to be permitted in one section; that 
neee there are mcre than two or three above the normal class 
of £5 that two sections ve made; and that these sections be 
made on tie basis of the ability of the students. 

The next point on the Tabulation, the number of lecture 
periods in the courses devoted to cataloging alone, taking 
6a and b as well as 4b into consideration, shows a wide range. 
Since these periods vary 60 greatly in length also, from 48 to 
110 mimates each, it seemed fairer to translate these figures ° 
into clock hours, and to see what comparisons could then be 
made. The following table gives the result: 
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The clock hour range is from 31 — 124 hours, the median 
48 hours, and the average 53 hours, as compared with class 
periods ranging from 34 - 77 periods, median 55 periods, and 
average 56 periods, of varying iengths. 

he median for preparation time required is two hours, whic. 
is the amount used by six schocls, four using three hours, and 
One each using the following, cne and three quarters, one and 
one half hours, and seventy-two minutes. 

In order tc try to find out how many clock hours were spent 
on the course, the preparation time was figured in combination 
with the class room time, taking the above statements (and for 
the preparation time, answers meh times 7a) as a basis, with 
the following results: 


CLOCK FOURSTOR CEASS ROOM AND REQUIRED PREPARATION WOR 
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— “ 


Dray Tian ry Ay Wave? ; Navies: 
Class 71 br 45 44 31 4l 39 
Prep. 148 135 106. 63 100 94 
Total 213. 180 150 99 141 133 

P RMT S Syr Wash. W.R. Wis. 
Class 1234 9 61 50 54 50 47) Ane), 
Peeo ow ho iy Or 88) fe iBO 30 150 150 

243 135 185 1/6.050 184 300 191 hrs. 


The median for totals as given here is 180 clock hours, the 
average 173, with a range from 99 — 543 clock hours devoted to 
cataloging alone. 

This gives a better basis for ccmparigson than the figures 


on the Tabulation. The facts are not all here even yet, as ten 


ee My 


eles Prey ates pale 
i 
i 
FA eee eM REE 
5 
Miao bi 
AR FA wat 
, Nes 
\ i , ef aut e f 
7 ¥"} Nae : Die Aes. 
RR MR Po a ol aecablat weet Gis ! oe OR ca Gy 
he i . sa, 
: ‘ Yiial seen fs 
{ ; ‘ a edt eel 
be x! Mattie i ft 
rh vi 
' } A } 
if snRNA 1: 
‘ . ine i Vi es pee ee 
‘ fi Pre ai AM eres 
\! 
( ’ ! 
i i ‘ 4 i nit ‘ 
Gites fal ipa 2b \, ‘ it Riv ee Py vs ia 
i Mtl Sas cA Se PAS iibas ad, ae 
FN ae > 4 . i ink ! 
Te ee ee es WO rh RN, " : re a 
any Ae if} iB apt i ey, v 


2) Aa eae Lup , i Hee ed is Pay ‘ ) dap gh e 
uy i pt iy , ay / Fi \ mht dh ; ae | rm e i 7 i ht ae Dye BARON J gies ap ic 


u Oy hi uh aie ; ; 
) (\ n , pa ee oy rea ya el 
Malis hi ve dy at 5 Fal ie PI i , X 
\ v4 if 
‘ } ' 
| 
i f 
v i 4 
; , OT sony an 
J we 
Haya) 
{ iP 
aby 
rs , “ 
by ) 


bral a 


We sotto 


i i) 
aod uses 


Py) Oa” iy 


HORM 


schools teach theory of subject headings as a part of some othe. 
course. However these schools include both those giving a 
large and a small amount of cataloging, so that the figures 
would be changed relatively only, probably. 

As an example of how these facts differ from the statements 
on the Tabulation, take the case of Simmons College, where 77 
periods, the highest reported, are given to cataloging alone. 
These periods eggal 61 clock hovrs,which together with the 
923 1/2 clock hours of preparation time, gives a total of 
153 1/8 clock hours. Therefore from the school which seems to 
give the highest amount of time to cataloging, Simmons drops +t0 
C€ichth place, its amount being below both the median, 180, and 
the average, 173. Most of this difference is due to the short 
preparation tine, as the number of class room hours is still 
above both the median and average, giving Simmons third place on 
that score, but tenth place in amount of preparation required, 
and really thirteenth place in amount for each lesson. The 
number Of class room hours at Simmons, then, might be slightly 
lowered, and the amount of preparation time much lengthened to 
advantage. 

The median of 180 clock hours for cataloging alone might 
mean 9 hours a week, 3 recitation and 6 preparation hours, for 
20 weeks. This amount seems a fair one in view of the already 
overcrowded curriculum. 

The preparation period should be considered also from the 


point of view of the answers given under 7 c-d, 7c "Is there a 
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definite period set apart, or merely a definite hour for 
completion?" 7d "Is there supervision during this period?" 

Eight of the schools report a definite time set apart, and 
seven of these state that there is supervision. Wisconsin has 
changed its policy, reporting this year "No, but one hour per 
week set apart when instructor may be consulted. Instructor 
and revisers . -. always available if consultation is absolutely 
necessary". 

In connection with this, the answers to a question asked 
this last fall seem to point in a significant way. "How can you 
judge the comparative speed at which different students work". 
One teacher says 

"Speed plus accuracy is such a desirable combination 
in a cataloger. You are constantly testing students for 
accuracy by revising their work. I find estimating speed 
much harder, If you watnh them, it arritates, and makes 
sOme students nervous. If you ask for a record of time 
spent, many students get the impression that spending 


more time means acquiring more merit." 


"We ask the students to spend only two hours in the prepa- 
tion of the assignment ... even though they may work slowly 
The comparative speed is judged by the number and the 
Gifficulty of the books cataloged. This is not accurate, 


however, as students admit, later, that they frequently 
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Spent more than the two hours, but did not report it." 

Fach of these answers came from a school having neither 
supervision nor a definite period for preparation work. The 
answers from the teachers using these methods were not nearly 
sO indefinite, because these teachers do know the time, and 
they receive the work accomplished in it. Since 35 Head 
Catalogers in large libraries recently so voted that the median 
amount of speed desired in catalogers is "above average", it 
would seem necessary for the teachers cf the subject to adopt 


eo 


SOme way tc gauge speed as well as accuracy. 

In regard wo the students resenting or being made nervous 
by the prsssnce cf the instructor, it seems to rest entirely 
upon the attitude taker by the instructor in initiating thé 
scheme. If she establishes a heipful atmospnere,she may get 
results like the following: 

Seugenty thie book la ereatiton!.. Ti thinks) canido it 
Tove wey .».. Outlining the plan.... or this way, or this way. 
Juestion is, if all ave allowable, Which is best?" 

A word or two from the inetructor brought out some 
advantages and disadvantages of each plan, but left the student 


think out her own method. She was not irritated because 


O 


the instructor was there, and yet she was a rapid worker and a 
mature student. 
Although the quick student profits by the supervision, the 


slow one leans hardest. Some critics say "But they ought to 
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work independently on their own résponsibility He not ask 
questions", In answer one may only say that they do ask 
Questions in unsuvervised work, but ask of other students 
instead of the instructor. Is it not better to have present 
tne one who should know how to guide them, rather than to let 
them depend on students who mist simply answer to the best 

of their knowledge? 

Students in gracuate and undergraduate courses in science 
do not resent the presence of the laboratory assistant. 
supervised study is hiphiy recommended, even for adults, by 
educators. Students taking up cataloging as a career will 
find the head cataicger on hand in the department for con- 
ference and advice. Why not then carry out the preparation 
work in the library school in conditions as nearly as possible 
similar to those that will be met later? 

This would seem to mean not only the presence of the 
instructor, but that the students should do this work in the 
same way that it would be done in a department. Such methods 
of work should be taught that the student will follow good 
methods in her after experience. She should know how to 
prepare work so that the typing of the cards may be done latex 
by herself or by a typist. She shouid look up all names used 
in her work, in order to know what to do when authorities 
differ om have made mistakes in entry, and in order to record 


references, etc. Students working habitually under such 
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conditions do not find the transition from school to department 
so difficult, nor do the departments find the newcomer so hard 
to initiate. 

The votes of the 35 Head Catalogers quoted above, give 
weight here also,to the argument that the student should learn 
to prepare material for a typist to copy. Seventeen voted 
that typing was not a qualification necessary for the cataloger, 
marking this as clerical work, while 15 voted for average 
ability, and only three for superior ability. This: shows 4 
marked tendency in the field to have typing done, not by the 
library school graduate, but by the clerical assistant. This 


tendency has been growing so steadily that the students must be 


tay 
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Foc 
@ 


pared to meet it, and to initiate it wherever possible. The 
scnocols may well afford to watch this tendency, and to lessen 
emohasis on handwriting and tyrewriting to meet the new condi- 
tions. 

The recommendation is made, therefore, that the schools 
not now using the supervised preparation plan should take it 
under careful consideration. 

In regard to the questions reiating to practical experience 
in the cataloging department during the course, a great varia- 
tion is shown, but the recammendation would still be to give 
ag much as possible, for in no other way may the student see 
cataloging as it really is. 

In Group 2, questions 1-2 brought answers which show the 


trend is still to teach different forms of card for di*ferent 
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28 
entriés, and not to divide the discussion of form from that of 
princifles. The opinion of the Committee is that it would be 
well for the schools to experiment with teaching the unit card, 
since no two libraries, probably, use exactly the same forms 
of added entry cards, or of main cards even. Why not teach one 
form oniy (i.e. the unit card to be modified as is the Library 
of Congress card) and then later discuss the briefer added 
entry cards which may be used in some circumstances? 

Question 3 shows practical unanimity. Question 4, revision, 
shows that for 5 schoois the instructor does her own revision, 
in others that she does part of it and in still othersS there 
are revisers, whose work is OK'd by the instructor. Some 
schools, according to the answers to a question asked in the 
fallor 1925, are experinenting with allowing the students to 
help in the revision, and their results may be awaited before 
commenting on that point. If any way can be discovered to avoid 
the "mountains" of cards appearing after each lesson, all 
teachers wiil be singing peoms of jov. Perhaps we are too 
particular, and should be willing to do as the English teacher 
often does, take the results of the reader's efforts. Perhaps 
we should insist upon Nevaere who have had sufficient 
experience to do the work correctly with no oversight from the 
instructor. As the latter scheme calls for more money it is : 
really an administrative problem. The Committee feels strongly 


that cataloging teachers are overworked, and that the quality 
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of their work would be much improved if they were allowed a 
wider margin of leisure for extra-curricular activities. 
Since there exists such difference of opinion as to the 


proper placement for the teaching of subject headings, some 


169) 


cnools giving it with classification, some with cataloging, 
and sOme as &@ separate course, the recommendation is made 
that a committee be appointed to investigate and report on this 
point. 

The following letter was sent to the members of the 
Editorial Committee of the A.L.A. 

April 686, 1944 

Gentlemen: 

The Committee on the Teaching of Cataloging appointed 
by the Association of American Library Schools feels that the 
teaching or subject headings is an important part of the work 
of the instruction in cataloging, and a part for which at 
present there is no adequate text-book. The Committee has 
learnec. that the preliminary draft of such a text-book has been 
made by Miss Mary E. Hyde, who by successful experience in a 
catalog department and in teaching is thoroughly qualified to 
treat of the subject. 

The Committee recommends tnerefore that the Editorial 
Committees set into communication with Miss Hyde with the view 
of making financially possible the completion of the text-book 


at the earliest possible time, preferably before the beginning 
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Respectfully, 
(Signed) Harriet F. Howe 
Chairman 


Mary L: ee ee 
Isabelia K. Rhodes 


The ordeting and modifying of Library of Congress cards 
seem now to be included at all schools, according to answers 

tO Question 6. Question 7 shows the surprisingiy low amount of 
time now spent on the classified catalog. 

The answers to question 7a-c, and e show that still more 
emphasis could be put here, i.e. On the organization and 
administration of the cataloging department. The student should 
be taught not only to eatalog books correctly, but that she 
must relate herself to her particular group of associates, and 
COrpene nseds Of the Library in which she is working. Jn. the 
list of qualifications nesded for a successful career in 
cataloginz the following were given, in November-—December 1963, 
a median vote of "avove average" by the 35 Head Catalogers: 

MORE THAN AN AVERACE AMOUNT OF THESE QUALITIES NEEDED 
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Ability to cooperate; to be tastful Promptness; punctuality 

Self control; patience Common sense; good judg- 
ment ’ 

Courtesy Initiative, resourcefulnes 


Ability to follow directions intelligently Imagination; foresigh 
in planning 
Ability to direct others Speed in work and though? 


Responsibility; Trustworthiness Perseverance; indwatry;. 
pr Oductivity 
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Adaptability to change, surprise Accuracy 

Confidence in own ability Neatness 

Heference work Orderliness; system 

Aoility to attend to details Professional ideals and 
ambitions 


Library Education 

If the preparation time is carried on as suggested above, 
the student will have more of an idea of what qualities are 
needed, and which ones she possesses. However the necessity 
for spending a considerable amount of time on the discussion of 
the up-to-date practices in the modern department, the relation 
of the workers to each other, the way in which modifications 
Of practice should be made in order to fit the differing 
conditions found, can not be stressed too much, if socially 

minded assistants are to be available for the openings occurrins 

in Dr Williamson's now famous report, the teaching staff 
in library schools was severely criticised. Taking the items 
called for in his tabie on p.35, the fourteen cataloging 
teachers include ten college graduates, thirteen library school 
graduates, six teaching the same school from which they were 
sraduated,and a majority who have had library experience that 
would seem valuable to them in teaching. What other experienc: 
or training in teaching they may have had was not brought out 


by the questionnaire used. In view of Dr Williamson's state- 
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ments it mignt be safe to assume that few of them have had any 
systematic study of teaching. 

The criticism based on the number who are now teaching 
as theix Alma Mater needs other facts to prove that this is a 
-favlt. Of these six teachers, two had been in actual catalog-— 
“ing work away from the school for ten years or more. This 
can not be called serious "inbreeding". On the other hand one 
of the six has spent all but six months of her four years of 
experience, in the library of the institution from which she 
was graduated. The difference is apparent at once, but even 
the latter case may not have been a poor appointment. 

The committee would recommend that every effort be made 
to discover among the younger generation now in the cataloging 
departments, those who are capable or potential teachers, 
anid that these young people be encouraged and urged to prepare 

é 
themselves to take the positions made available by new schools 
or by the resignations of the older teachers. These young 
people should be coliege graduates, with library school 
education, and preferably have had experience both in University 
and Public Library cataloging departments as head catal=ogers 
or first assistants, and in teaching. 

Other points were brought out by the 1923 questionnaire 
but as most of them were on methods of class room procedure 


they may well be discussed by the teachers of cataloging, 
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themselves, Since many of tne other teachers saw the list, 
and commented upon it, and as some of these comments were to 
the effect that many of the suggestions sounded as if they 
were aimed for primary teachers, the Chairman can only say 
that these methods were in vse in the Harvard University 
Graduate School of Education where she was studying this winte 
the report is respectfully submitted. 
Isabella K. Rhodes 
Mary L. Sutliff 


Harriet E. Howe, Chairman. 


June !24/150 
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Discussion of the report followed. ~ The use of completion 
tests at Simmons with satisfactory results was reported by Miss 
Howe. Miss Hyde said she considered typing a tool of the trade 
and was in favor of encouraging students to learn the touch 
system. Comments on the unit card followed. Motion was made, 

seconded, and carried that the report of the committee be accepted. 

Deoress. The report for the year of the Committee on 
Degrees was presented by Zr. Wyer, Chairman, as follows: 


(1) During the past year, the attention of the Committee was 
Called to the fact that the University of Pittsburgh carried this 
statement in its General’ Catalog 1922-23: "Graduates of the 
curriculum in library economy received the degree of Bachelor of 
Library Economy". Before taking the matter up with the University 
authorities, it seemed well to write the Pittsburgh Carnegie 
Library School, as it Bs in connection with the course there that 
the University offers a degree for library work. A promptyrer Ly 
from Miss Brotherton, vrincipal of the School, indicated that they 
had already taken up the question of degrees with the University 
and made protest against granting the degree of Bachelor of 
bidrary Economy for this course, and that it had then been decided 
that the degree to be awarded should be Bachelor of Arts. The 
degree ot Bachelor of Library Economy has never been granted by the 
University of Pittsburgh. Miss Brotherton also forwarded a copy 
of the latest catalog of the University of Pittsburgh, where the 
statement in regard to the degree is as follows: "Upon completion 
of the four years? curriculum the student receives the bachelor's 
Geerce from the University and the cerfificate of ‘the Carnegie 
Bivrary School", This is quite in accord with thé feeling of the 
Association, 


(2) The Syracuse University Library School reports action 
within.the present month as follows: 


The University Senate passed a resolution on June 5 

that the announcement be made in the next bulletin of the library 
school that beginning with the year 1925 only students for the 
degree course shall be admitted, thus automatically eliminating 
the certificate course now given, the advance date permitting those 
students now taking this course to com lete their work. 

This seems directly to affect the professional degree 
granted by Syracuse @nd to conserve its meaning and integrity. 


(3) The following word comes under date of June 4 from the 
Chairman on Academic Degrees of the Association of American 
Wniversities: 
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"Tl take pleasure in advising you that I have held 
conference with some of the members of the Committee on Academic 
and Professionnl Higher Degrees of the Association of American 
Universities throughout the spring and that I! expect to forward 
to you within a week the opinion of the Committee on the degree 
proposals pending before the Association of American Library 
Schools. In the meantime I may say that the final proposals 
seem to be fairly in accord with the policies of the Association 
of American Universities." 


This is in sequence to several exchanges of letters during 
the year, on our part'’urging consideration of and action on 
the matter and on his part explaining why the Committee has not 
been able to meet or to act. 


Respectfully submitted. Se heniVers coaLrman 
F.L. Windsor 
June, 1924 dune R. Donnelly 


Dr, Wyer added that a telegram just received from Prof. 
Loisner, Chairman of the Committee on professional and higher 
degrees of the A.A. U., stated "Communication concerning your 
Cpgtce report mailed in @iplicate to Albany and Saratoga Springs". 
This communication had not been as yet received. lin. Wyer 
sugzested sending later the information to member schools. 

Miss Donnelly suggested that action taken by the 


Temporary Library Training Board may modify the opinions of 


Dr. Wyer replied that at the moment the report stands as it 
did last. year. 

Mr. Reece made the motion to accept the report with the 
request that as soon as the report of the Committee of the 
Association of American Universities has been considered by the 
Committee on Degrees Dr. Wyer send a report to the member schools. 


This motion was seconded and carried, 
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Eouivalent Of Tour-year high scnool course, ‘The report ox the 
Committee to define equivalent of "four year high school*® was 
read by Miss Barker in the absence of the chairman, Miss Rathbone, 
as follows: 


Feeling that what was needed first was an understanding of 
the generally accepted meaning of the phrase, the chairman wrote 
each of the library schools the following letter in December last: 


"J have been asked to take the chairmanship of the committee 
to define the equivalent of a high school education, and think 
as a preliminary it would be well to ascertain what the schools 
are now regarding as the equivalent of a high school education. 
Will you therefore please let me know if vou invariably understand 
it to be four full years of study beyond the grammar grade, whethei 
pursued in a regular high school, in a private school, or with 
vrivate tutors? How much credit wovld you give to travel, and 
do you feel that library experiance enould count in estimating 
an equivalent, and if so, what kinds and bow much? Or do you 
feel that the ability to pass your ertrance examinations is in 
itself the demonstration of an education equivalent to a high 
school?" 


To this were received replies that indicate so wide a range 
of internretation as to make their combination into a definitéon 
acceptable to all an almost impossible task. 


The schools may be grouped into those so connected with a 
college or university as to necessitate conforming their 
practice fo the general policy of that institution, and the 
schools that have vractically a free hand in settling their own 
standards.. Curiously enough some of the latter group appear 
rather less flexible in their requirements than the former. 
Colleges, apparently, judging from reports from Washington State 
University, Syracuse, and Simmons, are willing to accept either 
the ability to pass an entrance examination or the unusual 
experience of the candidate as an equivalent to graduation from 
a high school, the adviser in the Wisconsin University office 
going so far as to state on being asked for a definition of an 
equivalent, "We haven't any, and I would hesitate to give one, 
for the moment you define it there would be no discretion 
left to those who had to act on equivalent offerings". 
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That sentence expresses tne views of the chairman and 
Miss Barker end in agreement with it is the following statement from 
mestern Reserve. "We consides the sbvility to pase our entrance 
eXaminations is evidence thet one mist have an education which 
BS an/equivalent to a high school education. My own feeling 
Shenae Te a mich better ann sarer way. o measure; theLr 
Preparation, if combined with a personal dinterview, than to asz 
Por credentials of study, either under tutors or in a private 
Semool, and we have found that this plan works in a satisfactory 
way". 


The Committee therefore recommends that the Association 
goes not commit itssif to a definite statement of what constitutes 
edUivalency, but recognizing that every school is interested in 
maintaining the highest standards their circunstances permit, 
teéave the meaning of equivalency underined and to be settled by 
Fach school as hithertc. 


Josephine A. Rathbone, Chairman 


fommie Dora: Barker 
Nina) Ga Srovrercon 
Mr. Reece - Not satisfied with report of committee. Thinks 


whatever may be submitted as equivalent ought ho oe very 
Giver ily aetinégd. Against accepting travel and wide reading 
for equivalent» Since students are likely to reveal lack of 
experience in directed study, in applying themselves, and in 
arranging programs. Ought to take these things into account. 

Miss Tyler -— Thinks examination is the best test. Entrance 
examinations are used for admission to colleges. College 
entrance examination boards set examinations for admission and 
measure equivalent of high school education. So far, entrance 
examinations seem to define equivalent. 

Mr. Stevens - Our school departs far from standards in the matter 
of examination of students. Examine them as 4ndividuals. 
Preparation, intelligence, experience, etc., is what we go by. 


Thinks it a mistake that high school course should be prerequisit. 
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35. 
President - 8 Louis only once departed from custom of four 
year reduirement. 


Mr. Windsor - liinois takes account ofthe fact cf. whetoor 


Sqitece [ron whicn students eraduete require [ouz years i3oh 
school prerequisite. if nov, student is not admitted. 


” 


Special students may take courses by being admitted as special, 
or unclassified students on prebation. The unusual person 

should be cared for even in most rigid standards. Fraht 
Insists on personality... This is good for Pratt and tie 7iorary 
proression. YNould have better results; however, if personalive 
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tests were made oniy on high scho 
college graduates. 

Mr. Stevens -— We have admitted students who have never entered 
high schocl but who have had private tutoring. 


Mr. Windsor — There have been cases like that in Illinois. 


v. 


Wi 


Wiss Howe - What are entrance examinations for? Simply to te 
what students have learned in high school? 

ir. Windsor - If student has equivalent, have him take the collecce 
entrance examination. Library School entrance examination 
may incidentally test what they have learned in high school, 
but most educators would agree that they are not tests of what 
people learned there. 

Miss Jackson - Arentt examination questions not. only to tind (oat 
what the puvil knows, but also, his ability to pass along his 


knowledge? 
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Mr. Bostwick —- What is the purpose of Library School training! 

To turn out trained and fit librarians. To eliminate the 
unfit - This shouid be considered in examinations, and through 
out the course. Should graduate none who would not be good 
librarians. One of the merits of Pratt is that the unfit 

have been aerated. 

Mr. Stevens —- Examination has no regard for what students have 
had in course of study, but is a revelation of the student's 
Mind and.not of student's facts. Would be disappointed at 
Pratt if they had to have all students college graduates. 
Students not college graduates almost always are the kind that 


Pratt wants most, and they have passed the course with credit. 


It was moved, seconded, and the motion carried that the 
report be accepted. 

Miss Tyler moved amendment — "That report be referred back 
to committee in hope of presentment of unified report next year" 
As report now stands, there is a majority and minority report. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

Field work. Miss Donnelly reported that the Committee on Field 
Work had no report to present. 

Miss Sutlifr made thea motion that committee be continued 

another year. 


Motion seconded, and carried. 
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Re-examination of member schools. The President presented the 


$9 i 


Report of the Executive Committee on the re-examination of member 
schools as follows: 


The re-examination of member schools went forward this past 
year in accordance with the »olicy and plans formulated by the 
Executive committee of 1922-23. 


The three schools next in order for examination were New York 
State Library School, Pratt Institute School of Library Science, 
Pititne Ob. bovis Library .Scnool, 


The material was presented, duly considered, and accepted as 
Satisfying the requirements, stated in our constitution. 


Respectfully submitted by the Exxcutive 
Committee, 
Mrs. Harriet P. Sawyer, Pres 
Ernest J. Reece 
rances Simpson 
Alice B.wtyiex 
June, 1924 Margaret S, Williams, Sec. 


Application for membership. The President announced that 
application for membership had been received from the Drexel 
Institute Library School and presented the following report from 
the Executive committee on this application ; 


The Drexel Institute Library School has been found to meet 

all the constitutional requirements for membership in the Associa- 
tion of American Library Schcols subject to further information on 
one point. The weekly schedule of student work is indicated as 
twelve class hours or the equivalent, which, of course, is some- 
what lower than the number commonly found in college and univer- 
sities. If this weekly schedule is the one prevailing in other 
departments of Drexel Institute and if four years of such twelve 
hour weeks are sufficient to enable a student to qualify for the 
degree given by the Institute in other departments, the require-— 
ments of our Association would seem to be met. 


The Executive Committee, therefore, recommends the acceptance 
of the credentials of the Drexel school subject to satisfactory 
information on this point. 
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This recommendation is herewith passed on to the Executive 
committee of 1924-25 as provided in the constitution. 


Mre. Harriet: PP. Sawyer, Press 
Margaret 5S. Williams, Sec. 
Ernest) J.) Reece 
Frances Simpson 
Aes. Se Vv LSet 

Executive committee, 1923-24 


Book selection. The Committee on Book selection, Miss 


Corinne Bacon, chairman, Miss Helen eee Miss Susie Lee Crumley, 
had in hand extensive questionnaires “istributed to the member 
schools during the past year. 

Miss Bacon read some of the answers and spoke informally of 
some of the findings of the committee. AK more formal report was 
promised at a later date. 

Miss Crumley reported on Children's work. She had found 
that only three schools include childrenis literature with Book 
selection and that childrents literature is often included in a 
general course on library work with children. 

Miss Tyler moved that the report be accepted and the committee 
thanked and continued. This motion was seconded and carried. 

Miss Bacon asked that schools suggest other points which the 
Committee might take up. 

Report of the Temporary library training board. The meeting 
was thrown open for the discussion of the report of the Temporary 


library training board of the A.L-A.- 
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The two following resolutions were vassed: 

Resolved, that in case the Council of the 4.1.4. approves 
the recommendations of the Temporary Library Training Board, the 
President of the A.A.L-S. comminicate to the Board of Education for 
Librarianship the desire of this Association to cooperate with the 
Board under the provision ot (4) (i) {See Arerican library 
association. Temporary library training board. Report. May 3€,1924. 
Pere poet the Board of Education for Librarianship shall establish 
Close relations with other bodies having similar purposes.) 

Resolved, that the A.A.L.S., welcomes the contribution of 
the program of the Temporary Library Training Board as a statement 
Of ideals of library training as it applies to library schools, 
and suggests that the material be referred to the A.A.L.8. for 


study of methods by which these ideals may be carried into effect. 


Mr. Windsor suggested that a winter meeting of the A.A.L.8. 
would probably be desirable during the coming year. thers agreed. 
Mr. Windsor further suggested that some of the papers 
presented at the meeting be prepared by the secretary or authors 
for publication in library periodicals. 
wreasurer*s report. The treasurer's report showed a balance 
on hand of $285.58. The report was accepted. 
Miss Tyler made the motion that the Association express 
appreciation of the hospitality enjoyed and give a vote of thanks 


to the faculty of the New York State Library School. 
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Mr. Windsor raised the question of basis of membership in 
the A.A.L.S. Now there is an institutional membership only. He 
meade the motion that the incoming Exxcutive Board consider whether 
16 De advisable to change the constitution so as to provide for a 
‘tferent sort of membership. Altho there is an institutional 
wambership, the library school vote in this Associetion could not be 
legally authorized in settling any matters connected with the 
institutions with which library school is connected without consent 
of trustees. Question of basis of membersnip-should it be 
institutional membership or individual membership? 

Motion seconded, and carried. 

The President announced the new officers chosen by the Executive 
Doard as follows: for President, Miss Crumley; for Secretary- 
Treasurer, Miss Williams to succeed herself for the next period of 
three years. 

On motion, the meeting was adjourned. 


Harriet P. Sawyer, President 
Margaret S. Williams, Secretary-Treasurer 


